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CLAIMS 

We claim: 

1. A computer-implemented method for identifying acquisition parameters for 
one or more conunodities, comprising the steps of: 

identifying said one or more commodities using one or more searchable 
identification parameters; 

defining a monitoring duration during which acquisition parameters for said one 
or more conmiodities will be monitored; 

monitoring one or more publicly-searchable, network-accessible databases for 
acquisition parameters for said one or more commodities using said one or more 
searchable identification parameters; and 

outputting results of said monitoring step. 

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein said one or more 
publicly-searchable databases includes shop-bot sites. 

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 2, wherein said monitoring 
duration defining step includes at least the steps of : 

defining an overall duration for conducting said monitoring step; and 
defining a refresh interval for said monitoring step. 
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4. The computer-implemented method of claim 3, further comprising the 
step of: 

identifying one or more alarm conditions; and 

wherein said monitoring step further comprises at least the step of identifying the 
occurrence of one or more of said alarm conditions. 

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 4, wherein said outputting 
step comprises at least the steps of: 

sending an email to a user of said method upon the occurrence of one or more of 
said alarm conditions. 

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 4, wherein said ouq)utting 
step comprises at least the steps of: 

sending an electronic page to a user of said method upon the occurrence of one 
or more of said alarm conditions. 

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 4, wherein said ouQ)utting 
step comprises at least the steps of: 
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sending an instant message to a user of said method upon the occurrence of one 
or more of said alarm conditions. 

8. The computer-implemented method of claim 4, wherein one of said one or 
more alarm conditions comprises an acquisition parameter reaching a predefined 
minimum value. 

9. The computer-implemented method of claim 8, wherein said acquisition 
parameter comprises a sale price. 

10. A computer-implemented system for identifying acquisition parameters for 
one or more commodities, comprising: 

means for identifying said one or more commodities using one or more 
searchable identification parameters; 

means for defining a monitoring duration during which acquisition parameters 
for said one or more commodities will be monitored; 

means for monitoring one or more publicly-searchable, network-accessible 
databases for acquisition parameters for said one or more commodities using said one 
or more searchable identification parameters; and 

means for ou^utting results of said monitoring step. 
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1 1 . The computer-implemented system of claim 10, wherein said one or more 
publicly-searchable databases includes shop-bot sites. 

12. The computer-implemented system of claim 11, wherein said means for 
monitoring duration defining includes at least: 

means for defining an overall duration for conducting said monitoring step; and 
means for defining a refresh interval for said monitoring step. 

13. The computer-implemented system of claim 12, further comprising: 
means for identifying one or more alarm conditions; and 

wherein said means for monitoring further comprises at least means for 
identifying the occurrence of one or more of said alarm conditions. 

14. The computer-implemented system of claim 13, wherein said means for 
outputting comprises at least: 

means for sending an email to a user of said method upon the occurrence of one 
or more of said alarm conditions. 
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15. The computer-implemented system of claim 13, wherein said means for 
outputting comprises at least: 

means for sending an electronic page to a user of said method upon the 
occurrence of one or more of said alarm conditions. 

16. The computer-implemented system of claim 13, wherein said means for 
outputting comprises at least: 

means for sending an instant message to a user of said method upon the 
occurrence of one or more of said alarm conditions. 

17. The computer-implemented system of claim 13, wherein one of said one 
or more alarm conditions comprises an acquisition parameter reaching a predefined 
minimum value. 

18. The computer-implemented system of claim 17, wherein said acquisition 
parameter comprises a sale price. 

19. A computer program product for identifying acquisition parameters for one 
or more commodities, the computer program product comprising a computer-readable 
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storage medium having computer-readable program code embodied in the medium, the 
computer-readable program code comprising: 

computer-readable program code that identifies said one or more conraiodities 
using one or more searchable identification parameters; 

computer-readable program code that defines a monitoring duration during 
which acquisition parameters for said one or more commodities will be monitored; 

computer-readable program code that monitors one or more publicly-searchable, 
network-accessible databases for acquisition parameters for said one or more 
commodities using said one or more searchable identification parameters; and 

computer-readable program code that outputs results of said monitoring step. 

20. The computer program product of claim 19, wherein said one or more 
publicly-searchable databases includes shop-bot sites. 

21. The computer program product of claim 20, wherein said computer- 
readable program code that monitors duration defining includes at least: 

computer-readable program code that defines an overall duration for conducting 
said monitoring step; and 

computer-readable program code that defines a refresh interval for said 
monitoring step. 
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22. The computer program product of claim 21, further comprising: 
computer-readable program code that identifies one or more alarm conditions; 

and 

wherein said computer-readable program code that monitors further comprises at 
least computer-readable program code that identifies the occurrence of one or more of 
said alarm conditions. 

23. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein said computer- 
readable program code that outputs comprises at least: 

computer-readable program code that sends an email to a user of said method 
upon the occurrence of one or more of said alarm conditions. 

24. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein said computer- 
readable program code that outputs comprises at least: 

computer-readable program code that sends an electronic page to a user of said 
method upon the occurrence of one or more of said alarm conditions. 

25. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein said computer- 
readable program code that outputs comprises at least: 
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computer-readable program code that sends an instant message to a user of said 
method upon the occurrence of one or more of said alarm conditions. 

26. The computer program product of claim 22, wherein one of said one or 
more alarm conditions comprises an acquisition parameter reaching a predefined 
minimum value. 

27. The computer program product of claim 26, wherein said acquisition 
parameter comprises a sale price. 
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